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Uniontown, PA  15401

(724) 880-2948

rkaplan@flyimc.com
www.flyimc.com
Ratings Held

Commercial Pilot, Airplane Single-Engine Land (1991)


with Instrument Airplane Rating (1992)

Flight Instructor, Airplane Single-Engine Land (1995)


with Instrument Airplane Rating (1997)

Flight Hours (Estimated as of February 2006) 

Total Hours:  3,900
Aircraft Currently Owned:  Cessna P210N     

Complex, High Performance:  2,100        



Pressurized:  1,200                                      Cessna 210/T210/P210: 1,800

Instruction (Including Full-Motion Advanced FTD):  1,900
Aircraft Types Flown:  Cessna 210, Cessna T210, Cessna P210, Piper Malibu, Cessna 150 through 182 series, Cesssna 182RG, Piper PA28, Piper PA28R, Beechcraft Bonanza 33/35/36, Piper Saratoga, Mooney M20C, Citabria, Socata Trinidad TB20/TB21, Lancair 300, Robinson R22
Aviation Employment

1997 – Present

Flight Level Aviation, Inc.   Uniontown PA

Founder and principal of insurance-approved advanced IFR recurrent training school for piston IFR pilots utilizing a custom full-motion advanced avionics  Cessna 210 flight simulator with custom training scenarios I designed.  Cessna P210 Part 135 single-pilot passenger carrying IFR operator 2001-2004 (certificate voluntarily surrendered due to increased flight training demands).  Developed the concept of the Deadstick Instrument Approach and other Advanced IFR Training scenarios.  
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1995 – Present

Uniontown Medical Rehabilitation, P.C.  Uniontown PA
Founder and principal of physical rehabilitation medical practice which also provides flight physical services to the Uniontown area, with a special interest in assisting physically disabled pilots in a wide geographical area on a pro bono basis.

Aviation Appointments/Awards
· NAFI Master CFI (August 2003)

· FAA Aviation Medical Examiner since 1995

· FAA Volunteer Aviation Safety Counselor since 1998

· 2005 Nominee in Pittsburgh FSDO for Flight Instructor of the Year

Presentations

· Deadstick Instrument Approach Techniques – EAA Airventure Oshkosh Forums 2004, 2005
· Portable Weather Datalink Update – EAA Airventure Oshkosh Forums 2004, 2005
· Portable Weather Datalink Options – EAA Airventure Oshkosh Forums 2003

· Wheelchair Aviation Review – International Paralympics, Atlanta, GA 1996

· GPS Update – Wings Weekend Presentation – KBVI – October 2005

· GPS Secrets – 2-day Weekend Sponsored by Flight Level Aviation June, 2005
· IFR Survival Weekend – 2-day Weekend Sponsored by Flight Level Aviation June, 2004
· How to Keep your Aviation Medical – Wings Weekend Presentation – KAGC October 2002
· Advanced IFR for the CFII – Wings Presentation for Allegheny FSDO – Multiple Dates
· Aviation Weather for the IFR Pilot – Wings Presentation for Allegheny FSDO – Multiple Dates
· Advanced IFR Techniques – Wings Presentation for Allegheny FSDO – Multiple Dates
· Medical Certification: A Legal Perspective:   Presented at CCAC Community College December, 2004
Publications

· “I Learned About Flying From That” – Guest columnist in Flying Magazine, July 2003 

· Extensive online contributions since 1996 to multiple aviation forums including USENET (rec.aviation.*), Cessna Pilot Association Forums, and AvSig with a special interest in IFR training topics and wheelchair aviation

Advanced Instrument Flight Training Forum

· Founder of Advanced Instrument Flight Training Forum

· See http://forums.flyimc.com
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Service
· Volunteer Medical Consultant to International Wheelchair Aviators, 1994-Present
· Member, EAA Medical Advisory Board
Other Achievements

· Founded Flight Level Aviation, which operates the only full-motion piston advanced avionics “simulator” (actually a Level 3 FTD) – this simulator has been customized by the manufacturer per my request/design to teach numerous advanced IFR techniques which are difficult to teach in the airplane

· Developed the concept of custom advanced IFR recurrent training specific to a given pilots goals, avionics, strengths and weaknesses –  In other words, this program is essentially “Flight Safety” level training now available for piston single-engine pilots – I regularly attract students to attend my training program from literally coast to coast in the U.S. and occasionally from overseas – this year for example I have had numerous students from as far as California and Colorado as well as from Germany, United Kingdom, Congo,  and Peru, with two from Norway planning to attend in the near future as well

· Developed and refined the concept of the “Deadstick Instrument Approach” which I regularly use in my simulator to teach pilots how to use a handheld or panel GPS in a piston single to successfully perform a deadstick landing in low IMC conditions

· Recent positive reviews of my training program in AOPA, Flying, Aviation Consumer, and IFR Magazine

· Sponsored and wrote curriculum for “IFR Survival Weekend” in June 2004 – this was a Flight Level Aviation program on advanced IFR techniques with 25 attendees from Colorado through Florida 

· Partnered with other advanced CFIs to develop type-specific airplane- and simulator-based training programs for the Bonanza, Cirrus, and Twin Comanche, with more programs under development

· Forums talk at Oshkosh Airventure 2003 on Portable Weather Datalink

· Forums talk at Oshkosh Airventure 2004 on Portable Weather Datalink and also on Deadstick instrument Approach Technique

· Exhibitor at Oshkosh Airventure 2004 offering Advanced IFR Recurrent Training

· Numerous talks at Wings Weekend and other Wings seminars

· Developed Cessna P210 Initial and Recurrent Training curriculum acceptable to all P210 insurance underwriters
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· Former Part 135 certificate operator for single-pilot, single-engine, known-icing passenger-carrying operations in my Cessna P210 – I stopped this earlier this year when simulator training became too busy

· Aviation Medical Examiner since 1995 with special interest in wheelchair aviation, i.e. medical certification of paraplegic and amputee pilots, including research project on wheelchair aviation while I was a Resident at Mayo Clinic in 1993

·  Volunteer Aviation Safety Counselor

·  Volunteer Member of EAA Aeromedical Advisory Council

· Long-time volunteer consultant to International Wheelchair Aviators to provide assistance and advice to physically disabled pilots seeking to obtain an airman medical certificate and pilot license

· Very regular contributor to several online discussion groups regarding aviation safety and high performance airplane procedures, including rec.aviation, AvSig, and Cessna Pilots Association Forums

· Spoke at 1996 Paralympics in Atlanta regarding medical certification procedures for physically disabled pilots

· Spoke in 1995 at American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation regarding Medical Certification of physically disabled pilots

· NAFI Master CFI since 2003

